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GLOSSARY

acetylene: A gas made of calcium carbide and water. Early bicycle lamps had a cake of calcium
carbide and a place for water. When the lamp was turned on, some of the water dripped onto the
cake and a gas was formed, which made a bright white light.

branch: A place that is part of a larger company.

cobblestones: Stones used for paving streets. Cobblestone paving was expensive, so it was most-
ly done in wealthy neighborhoods. The stones helped to drain water when it rained, while unpaved
dirt roads got muddy.

commercial: Having to do with a private business.
cyclist: Someone who rides a bicycle.

endorse: To support; to give approval.

exhibition: A show; a display of things for people to see.
leisure: A time for playing.

Madison Square Garden: A place in Manhattan where shows and sports events are held.
Madison Square Garden was rebuilt four times. It got its name because the original building was
located on Madison Square in Manhattan, at 26th Street and Madison Avenue.

oil lamp: A lamp fueled by lighting a wick placed in oil.
pedestrian: A person who travels by walking.
propose: Suggest.

reckless: Wild and careless.

restrictions: Rules forbidding certain actions.

ruf: A groove in a road.

Speaker: Head of the City Council. The Speaker is also a Council Member, elected from a dis-
trict. He or she is then elected by other Council Members to speak on their behalf.

trolley: A kind of train car that runs on tracks in the street. The very first trolleys were horse-
drawn. Later they ran by electricity. Trolleys could not pull to the side of the road because of their
tracks, so getting on and off was dangerous. Passengers had to get off on special islands in the
middle of the road, then dodge traffic to get to the sidewalk.

Answer key to word scramble puzzle on page 7.
1. bicycle 2. comfortable 3. boneshaker 4. popular 5. Riding &. exhibitions 7. paved 8. middle 9. tires 10. wheels

Caption: A Velocipede Riding School



INTRODUCTION

What do New York City government and bicycles have in common?
Bicycles are only one of the many kinds of vehicles used by New
Yorkers every day. In a city as large as ours, it is important that all peo-
ple share the streets and sidewalks in a safe and responsible manner.
Making decisions about public safety and transportation are two of the
many duties of city government. City government is made up of The
City Council and the Mayor, who work together to create laws that are
meant to improve the lives of all New Yorkers. But making laws is not
an easy process. The lawmakers have to listen to many opinions from
people and organizations before voting on what action to take.

In this booklet you will learn about some of the ways our city gov-
ernment works by looking at bicycle laws and how they affect all New
Yorkers: bicyclists, pedestrians, drivers and passengers. As you do the
lessons, you will see some words in bold print. The meaning of these
words can be found in the Glossary on the inside back cover of this

booklet.

Council Members at the Puerto Rican Day
Parade, 2002. Some of the Members shown
marching behind the banner, from left to right,
are Gale Brewer, Maria Baez, Joel Rivera,
Gitford Miller and Margarita Lopez.



LESSON 1

Every New Yorker has a Council Member who works to make sure that the people’s rights and wish-
es are listened to. People who wish to propoese a new law, or change an existing law, can write to their
Council Members. (To find out how to contact vour Council Member, see page 16 of this booklet.)

How does The City Council work to make laws? The City Council is the legislative (law-making)
branch of city government. The Council is made up of 51 members from the five boroughs of the city.
The City of New York is divided into areas called “districts.” Each Council Member represents a dif-
ferent district. Council Members are usually elected every four years. However, every twenty years
the city changes the boundaries of the districts because of population changes. When this happens,
two elections are held for two-year terms.

Council Members work in committees to discuss how to solve problems in our city. Some of these
committees are Education, Public Safety, and Transportation. These committees hold “hearings,”
public meetings in which people can speak about problems in the city and how to solve them. If the
members of a committee want to pass a law, after they approve it, they must present it to the full
Council of 51, who then vote on it. At this point, the law is called a “bill.” If there is a majority vote to
pass it, the bill then goes to the Mayor. The Mayor can either sign the bill, making it a law, or “veto”
(vote against) the bill. If the Mayor vetoes the bill, the Council can still make it into a law if two-thirds
of the Council revote for it.

On the next page is a copy of a New York City bill. This bill proposes that anyone over 14 years
old should wear a helmet when riding a bike. Today, there is already a state law saying that children
under 14 have to wear helmets. So, if this bill were to be made into a law, it would mean that every-
one in New York City, no matter what age, would have to wear a helmet while cycling. This bill has
not been made into a law. Look at this document to answer the questions.

On what date was this bill introduced?

Name three Council Members who helped work on this bill.

What committee were they on?

According to this bill, who would have to wear helmets while riding a bicycle?

1.

and
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LESSON 2

Like today, bicycles were popular with New Yorkers back in the nineteenth century (1800s). The first
two-wheeled riding machine used by New Yorkers was the “velocipede,” invented around 1861.
Velocipede means “fast foot.” Most velocipedes were made entirely of wood, which was not unusual
at the time. Wood was a common material used for making many things in America because there
were still so many forests. Riding this machine was not always comfortable. The ride was often bumpy
because many of the streets at that time were paved with cobblestones. So the velocipede became
popularly known as the “boneshaker.”

In 1870, a new machine appeared, known as the “high-wheel,” and was the first to be called a
“bicycle,” meaning “two wheel.” The high-wheel bicycle had a very large front wheel. It was made of
metal and was more comfortable to ride than the velocipede because it had hard rubber tires. The
large front wheel allowed the rider to go a long distance each time the wheel turned, but the problem
was that if the wheel hit a stone or rut in the road, the bicycle would tip over. Eventually, bicycles
were designed so that the wheels were the same size. This design was just as good as the high-wheel
but was safer.

Bicycles, or “wheels,” were everywhere. They allowed people to get fresh air and exercise, and
also provided a form of transportation that was affordable to the middle class. They also allowed
women a new kind of freedom. Women in the nineteenth century spent a lot of time working at home,
but with bicycles they became more active outdoors. Bicycle schools offered lessons in how to ride.
Stores advertised special kinds of clothing just for cyelists, who were known as wheelmen and wheel-
women. Bicycle clubs were formed. Racing became popular. Bicycle exhibitions, held in places like
Madison Square Garden, drew large audiences. New York, like the rest of America, was experi-
encing a “bicycle craze.”

Cyclists join in a parade
on Jamaica Avenue in
Jamaica, Queens, around
1885.




Fill in the blanks below by unscrambling the letters to the following words.

1. Theword “ @ __ __ __ __"means “two wheel” yleicbe
2. Riding early bicycles was not always __ @ _________ . mactboolfre
3. The velocipede was known as the “__ @ ______ " kenohabrse
4. During the bicycle craze, racing was@ _ _ _ _ _ _. rluppoa
- G _ __ __ __ wastaught in bicycle schools. girdin
6. Bicycle@ __________ were held at Madison Square Garden. hiitbexnosi
7. Streets in the 1800s were often @ ____ with cobblestones. evadp
8. One reason why bicycles were so popular was because they were affordable to the @ o

class. dlemdi
9. Bicycle _ @ __ were made first of wood, then rubber. resti

10. Early bicycles were called _ @ _ . eleswh

Now, use the circled letters from the word scramble to find the missing word in the picture’s caption.

-
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Riding School

_— e —— — — —— o —— — —

Answers are on the inside back cover of this booklet, underneath the glossary words.




LESSON 3

In the nineteenth century, most people traveled either
by walking or by horse. Before the invention of the
automobile, horses were the main power supply for
public transportation—fire engines, buses (called
omnibuses), ambulances, and commercial vehicles
were all horse-drawn. Horses were also used for pri-
vate transportation—the horse-drawn carriage. This

is why engines today are still measured in horse-

power. A horse-drawn delivery wagon in

Rid d, Q . 1925,
With the invention of the bicycle, people were 1gewend, Bueens

given an extra choice for transportation. Even though

the bicycle was first invented for leisure, it was also a new way to travel. The large advertisement on
the next page describes the bicycle as “An ever saddled horse which eats nothing.” This nineteenth
century ad, as well as the smaller one, are from the Pope Manufacturing Company. The Pope
Company was located in Boston but also had a branch in New York City. The large ad shows men rid-
ing high-wheel bicycles, with horse-draw carriages in the background. Then, like now, bicycle mod-
els had names. This ad is for the Columbia bicycle.

Also like today, companies often asked famous sports figures to endorse their products, as we
see Michael Jordan in modern ads for Nike sneakers. The Pope Company wanted to let people know
it made bicycles of such high quality that cyclists who used them in races got excellent results. So the
ad has the names of well known cyclists and what they were able to accomplish on a bicycle manu-
factured by Pope.

Look carefully at the ad to answer the following questions.

If C. Terront rode 363 miles in 26 hours, how many miles did he travel in 13 hours? miles.
C. Waller traveled 1404 miles in 6 days. If he had continued traveling for another three days, how many
miles would he have covered in total? miles.

How far and how fast did G.T Francis travel on Chestnut

Hill in Boston? He traveled in

At this rate, how long would it take him to travel

half a mile?

Horse-drawn carriages near P.5. 5 in
Astoria, Queens, late 1800s.
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Both of these nineteenth century
ads are for the high-wheel bicycle.
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LESSON 4

Traveling through New York City a hundred years ago meant sharing the sidewalks and streets just
as we do today. There were pedestrians on the sidewalks, and in the streets were horse-drawn vehi-
cles, trolleys, and even some horse-less carriages—the very early automobile. In addition, there
were bicycles. So just like today, it was important then to have laws so that everyone could share the
streets in a way that was safe and fair to everyone.

On June 25, 1887, New York State passed a law saying that bicycles and tricycles should be treat-
ed as if they were carriages. This means that cyclists had the same rights as anyone driving a horse-
drawn carriage, and that they also had to follow all the same rules. Bicycles, like other vehicles, had
to ride on the right-hand side of the road when meeting other vehicles coming in the opposite direc-
tion. They also had to be “roadworthy”™—in good condition—so that they didn’t break down and cause
accidents and injuries.

People in the past had many of the same concerns about bicycle safety that we do today. For exam-
ple, there was concern about being run over by speeding cyclists, so reckless riding was forbidden.
Newspaper articles from the time tell of reckless riding and how dangerous it was. Cyclists also had
to have lamps on their bicycles when riding after sunset so that others could see them coming.
(Today, cyclists also must have lights on their bicycles when riding at night.) The advertisement on
the next page shows what early lamps looked like. The lamp in this ad was powered by a fuel called
acetylene. The ad says this lamp is better than oil lamps.

Why do you think gas and oil lamps might be dangerous?

Name two of the five reasons in the ad that says why using the Calcium King was
better than using an oil lamp.

1.

2.

Why do you think it was called the Calcium King? (Hint: Look at the definition of “acetylene” in the glos-

sary.)

The ad says the Calcium King had 100 candlepower. Candlepower was a way of measuring how bright
a lamp was and is a unit of measurement that is still used today. Why do vou think the word “candle-

power” is used in this way?




An ad for an early

bicycle lamp, 1898.

Bicycle and tricycle
with lamps in
Central Park,
Manhattan, 18864.
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Below is a document showing some of the

laws for bicycles in New York City in 1913. These laws are

under the heading of Article IV. They have to do with (circle one)

cycling in parks using

the streets safely walking your dog

Three sections from Article IV are shown here, section 460, 461, and 462. Section 460 says that

is forbidden. This means that the rider’s feet must be on the

pedals at all time.

Section 461 says that

riding is forbidden. This means no fancy riding of any

sort, including taking your hands off the handlebars.

Section 462 says that no cyclist can carry a child under

vears old on a bicycle.

Now, compare this document with the modern law below. This law was passed by The City Council
in 2002 and signed by Mayor Michael Bloomberg. It describes the restrictions of riding bicycles on

sidewalks in New York City and explains
the penalties for breaking this law. (You
will learn more about this law in Lesson
5.) What do these laws from two different
time periods have in common?

LOCAL LAWS
OF

' THE CITY OF NEW YORK
R THE YEAR 2083 '
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LESSON 5

Bicycles cannot be ridden on sidewalks anywhere in New York City today by people over fourteen
vears old. If you are over fourteen and ride a bicycle on the sidewalk, yvou could be fined (have to pay
the city) up to $100. If someone on the sidewalk gets hurt, your fine would be even higher and you
could be sent to jail. Also, just for riding on the sidewalk, vour bicycle could be taken away from you
and you would need to pay the Police Department a fee for removing and storing your bike.

Why was this law passed? Just like in the past, some people were worried about reckless riding.
They felt that too many cyclists were riding too fast and too close to pedestrians. This was dangerous
because pedestrians could be knocked down and injured. The problem was not just people riding for
fun, but also delivery people who delivered food and other items by bicycle. While this might not be
a problem in smaller, less populated villages, it is in a large city like New York, where so many peo-
ple have to share the streets and sidewalks.

However, not everyone agreed that this law should be passed. Some felt it was unfair to force
cyclists to ride in the streets. The City Council listened to the opinions of many New Yorkers before
they voted on what they believed was best for the people of the city.

On the next two pages are letters written by two New Yorkers to The City Council. Read them to
answer the questions. As you read, list the words you do not understand on a piece of paper. At the
end of the lesson, look the words up in a dictionary and write down their meanings.

ey,

A boy riding a bicycle in
Astoria, Queens, 1922,






















