


Work. It’s what most of us have to do to 
earn the money we need to live. Ideally, 
it’s also what we enjoy doing. For some 
of us, it defines who we are and aspire 
to become.

The poets, lyricists, authors and union 
leaders you’ll find in the 2016 CUNY/
New York Times in Education calen-
dar and website expand upon the chang-
ing interpretations of work throughout 
the history of the United States. 

Working People is the 13th such collaboration between The City Univer-
sity of New York and The New York Times in Education. This year 
we’re pleased to welcome a new partner, the New York City Central Labor 
Council, whose president, Vincent Alvarez, and policy associate, Alexander 
Gleason, enthusiastically joined in developing this project. 

There’s a good deal of practical wisdom in these pages, whose under 
lying theme is that all workers need to be valued, respected and treated with  
dignity. 

For example, the month on selling reminds us that being a sales person 
– like being a chancellor, for that matter – that “listening is the most 
important part of the job.” 

Turn to the month on health care and you’ll find a dedicated nurse 
who says, “When you are a nurse” – and I would add, when you are 
a teacher – “you know that every day you will touch a life or a life will 
touch yours.” 

This Working People calendar and website were guided by Jay  
Hershenson, the University’s Senior Vice Chancellor for University 
Relations and Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and by President Gail 
O. Mellow of LaGuardia Community College.  As always, they turned 
to Richard K. Lieberman, director of the LaGuardia and Wagner  
Archives at LaGuardia Community College, to implement their vision, 
develop the calendar and help plan appropriate outreach.

Published as technology, globalization and, yes, higher education are 
helping to change the very nature of work in America, this calendar 
offers a timely and welcome opportunity to review the complex, perva-
sive and often forgotten role of all the workers in our country and to 
celebrate their achievements, sacrifices and triumphs. 
 
					             James B. Milliken
					            Chancellor



December 23, 1662 Slave labor is codified as an inherited condition in Virginia, 
establishing race-based slavery as a perpetual labor system in America.

October 17, 1677 The first recorded prosecution against strikers sees 12 cartmen in 
New York City lose their right to cart goods until they pay a fine for “not obeyeing 
Comand and Doing their Dutyes as becomes them in their Places.”

January 28, 1734 First colonial women’s labor organization is formed by New 
York maidservants to protect against abuses from employers.

May 31, 1786 Philadelphia printers resist an attempt by employers to reduce their 
wages and pledge to support their fellow tradesmen who lose their jobs as a result. It is 
the first strike for better wages by employees against employers in the United States, 
and the first “strike fund” commitment.

May 1791 Philadelphia carpenters strike for a 10-hour day; the beginning of the 
movement for a fixed definition of the workday. Working sun-up to sundown was the 
standard at the time. To maximize output and limit wages, employers would pay a day 
rate for the long summer days, but a piece rate in the winter. 

November 1, 1805 Grand jury indicts Philadelphia shoemakers on charge of  
conspiracy “to raise wages.” Similar charges leveled against organized workers in 
1810 in New York City and in 1815 in Pittsburgh.  

March 2, 1807 Congress passes legislation banning importation of African slaves 
to the United State. The law goes into effect January 1, 1808.

February 23, 1813 Francis Cabot Lowell founds the Boston Manufacturing  

Company, which capitalizes textile mills in Waltham, Mass. The Lowell mills are the 
first industrial manufacturing plants in the U. S. Construction begins in 1821 and by 
1840 more than 8,000 people, mostly women, work there.

October 31, 1829 The Workingmen’s Party is established in New York City  
linking the political process and labor issues.

November 25, 1833 Representatives of nine craft unions in New York led by  
John Commerford form the General Trades Union of the City of New York 
(GTU). Within three years, two-thirds of the city’s workingmen are organized, 
although the union bans women and blacks. 

1834 First protest of “mill girls” working the looms at Lowell, Mass., in response to 
wagecuts. 

1834 National Trades Union (NTU) is formed, an early attempt by workers to  
establish a unified national voice. Before the NTU, skill-based labor unions had 
banded together only at the citywide level. 

July 1835 New York Supreme Court finds in People v. Fisher that journeymen shoe-
makers from Geneva, N.Y. conspired to restrain trade by organizing themselves and 
striking for higher wages.

January 3, 1837 Benjamin W. M’Cready publishes On the Influence of Trades,  
Professions, and Occupations in the United States in the Production of Disease, introducing 
working conditions and occupational health issues into the consciousness of the  
medical community for the first time. 

March 31, 1840 President Van Buren establishes 10-hour workday for federal employees.

March 1842 In Commonwealth v. Hunt, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
declares for the first time that workers organizing to promote their own interests does 
not necessarily constitute a conspiracy, freeing unions from certain prosecution. 

March 3, 1842 Massachusetts governor signs the first bill limiting children’s work 
in factories to 10 hours per day (for children under 12). Other states soon pass similar 
laws, but they are not consistently enforced. 

May 5, 1852 The National Typographical Union (renamed the International Typo-
graphical Union) is founded. It introduces the 48-hour work week in 1897 and the 40-

hour week in the 1930s. Upon its demise in 1968 it is the nation’s oldest lasting union.

October 1852 Longshoreman’s United Benevolent Society acts to secure water-
front jobs for its mostly white and Irish membership, thereby limiting job opportunities 
for African Americans and increasing tensions between blacks and Irish in New 
York City. By 1855 Irish men and women largely displace African American workers 
in New York on the docks and in service work.

November 10, 1853 The New-York Tribune first uses the moniker “Know  
Nothing” to refer to the emergent anti-immigrant political movement embraced by 
many native-born workers. The “Know Nothings” blame immigrants for lowering 
wages and destroying the artisan trades by engaging in “slop” work in the nation’s 
growing factories. 

November 5, 1857 15,000 unemployed workers gather in Tompkins Square  
demanding New York City create public works jobs and other relief from the Panic  
of 1857. Although the City Council rejects Mayor Fernando Wood’s call for direct 
relief, the city employs thousands over the next year on new construction projects.

January 10, 1860 Pemberton Mill in Lawrence, Mass., collapses, killing 91 and 
injuring 120. It has been called the “First major industrial accident in the United 
States.” 

February 22, 1860 Merchant capitalists seeking cheaper labor in rural villages  
precipitates the Great Shoe Strike among skilled shoemakers in Lynn, Mass. and 
across New England.  By the end of the month more than 20,000 strike.

January 1, 1863 President Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, the first 
step on the path to the end of slave labor in the United States.

June 18, 1866 Freed black women working as laundresses in Jackson, Miss.  
collectively establish a fixed set of prices for their services.

September 8, 1868 Bessemer Steel’s first “blow” is made at the Cleveland  
Rolling Mills, inaugurating an American industrial revolution. The cities of  
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Detroit and Chicago would soon anchor the new industrial 
heartland of the nation.

December 6, 1869 Colored National Labor Union formed — the first national 
organization of black labor. 

page 1

1700s

1800s

1600s
Milestones for WORKING PEOPLE: A history of labor in the United States

Filipino workers packing pineapples into cans  
in Hawaii, 1928.

Women’s Land Army  
Training School at the  
University of Virginia,  
c. 1918.

Hygrade Meat Products sales force, Brooklyn, N.Y.,  
c. 1935.

Filipino crew of 55 boys cutting and 
loading lettuce, Imperial Valley, Calif., 
1937.

Unloading meat in wholesale district, Omaha, Neb., 1938.Chopping cotton on rented land near White Plains, 
Greene County, Ga., 1939.

Nat King Cole and his trio performing at the  
Zanzibar in New York City, 1946.

New York City street sweeper, 1896. New York City Central Labor Council leader Vincent 
Alvarez, 2015.

Building the first post-war  
Emerson Radios, New York, 1945.

Rag Pickers, New York City, 1896. Unloading bananas from boat, Pier 13,  
East River, New York City, c. 1941.



December 28, 1869 Philadelphia tailors found the Knights of Labor (KoL) in 
Philadelphia, the first labor organization uniting skilled and unskilled workers in 
mixed assemblies. By 1886, the KoL has over 700,000 members. Unlike many unions, 
the KoL accepts women and, after 1878, blacks, although southern branches are  
segregated. 

March 22, 1872 First equal employment law passes in Illinois, declaring “no person 
shall be precluded or debarred from any occupation or employment (except military) 
on account of sex….”

1874 San Francisco cigar makers create the first “union label” to differentiate their 
“white labor” cigars from those made by the Chinese. 

January 13, 1874 In the Tompkins Square “Blood or Bread Riot” thousands  
of unemployed protesters clash with 1,500 police in the wake of the Panic of 1873.  
The riot establishes a precedent of government violence for public protests not  
pre-approved by authorities.

November 29, 1874 The “Battle of Buena Vista” is the first large-scale armed 
battle between strikers and scabs. Twelve are killed and thirty wounded at the  
Armstrong Works coal mine in Elizabeth Township, Pa.

1875 The American Express Company establishes the first pension plan for workers 
in the U.S. 

July 19, 1876 The Workingmen’s Party of the United States (Socialist Labor 
Party) is the first Marxist party formed in the U.S.

March 21, 1877 Farmers’ Alliance is founded in New York. The Alliance spreads 
throughout the South and West to confront the problems of debt and credit and later 
plays an important role in the emergence of the Populist Party.

June 21, 1877 Ten coal miners from the Irish secret society the “Molly Maguires” 
are hanged in Pennsylvania; ten more are hanged subsequently.  The incident leaves 
the Reading Railroad and its private police in control of local “justice” and economy, 
ending secret violent retributions as a method of labor resistance in the Pennsylvania 
coalfields.  

July 14, 1877 A third wage cut by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad sparks the  
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen to initiate the Great Railroad 
Strike of 1877. Spreading from West Virginia to Maryland, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
and Missouri, this first nationwide strike shuts down about two-thirds of all rail lines in 
the country until federal troops help state militias and local authorities to break the strike. 

April 30, 1879 Massachusetts passes the first factory inspection legislation and the 
governor appoints a district policing force to serve as inspectors. 

November 15, 1881 Pittsburgh convention of trade unionists establishes the 
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions, which becomes the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL) in 1884. Samuel Gompers promotes including only 
skilled tradesmen, winning out over the more inclusive mass labor movement model 
favored by the representatives of the Knights of Labor.

May 6, 1882 President Chester A. Arthur signs Chinese Exclusion Act, the first 
immigration restriction in U.S. history, as West Coast white workers blame Chinese 
immigrants for falling wages and unemployment.

September 5, 1882 First Labor Day is celebrated in New York City as 20,000 
workers parade.  President Grover Cleveland signs legislation June 28, 1894  
declaring it a national holiday.

June 27, 1884 Bureau of Labor Statistics begins collecting employment data. Its first 
annual report in 1886 contains a study on industrial depressions. The BLS is  
transferred into the newly formed Department of Labor in 1913. 

March 7, 1886 Great Southwest Railroad strike (Union Pacific and Missouri  
Pacific RR) precipitates the rapid decline of the Knights of Labor over the next 
decade. Railroad magnate Jay Gould allegedly boasts, “I can hire one half of the 
working class to kill the other half.” 

May 4, 1886 A peaceful protest at Haymarket Square in Chicago ends in a tragic 
bombing. The incident is blamed on anarchists, triggering a panicked repression 
some have called the first red scare.  

December 8, 1886 The American Federation of Labor is established in Columbus, 
Ohio, comprising 25 labor groups representing 150,000 members. 

May 14, 1887 Massachusetts law makes employers liable for injuries to workers while 
in their employ.

1892 The Workmen’s Circle, a mutual aid society for Jewish workers founded on 
socialist principles, holds its first meeting; by 1925 the group boasts 85,000 members.

July 6, 1892 Armed battle between strikers and Pinkerton strike breakers at  
Homestead, Pa. results in ten deaths and many wounded.

September 30, 1892 Twenty-nine leaders of the Homestead Strike are charged 
with treason against the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, marking the end of unions 
in the steel industry for more than four decades. 

May 1, 1894 The Panic of 1893 sees Populist Jacob Coxey and an “army” of about 
500 unemployed men march on Washington and demand jobs. 

May 11, 1894 Strike against the Pullman Palace Car Company leads to a general 
boycott by the American Railway Union, crippling railroad service nationwide.   
The federal government acts to end the strike by issuing an injunction against the 
boycott, resulting in the arrest of union leader Eugene V. Debs.

1895 National Association of Manufacturers is established and becomes one of the 
most active anti-labor organizations by lobbying against unions and promoting 
open shop drives.

June 1, 1898 The Erdman Act prohibits discrimination against unionized railroad 
workers and provides for government mediation of labor disputes involving interstate 
commerce.

July 19, 1899 New York City newsboys strike against the World and the Journal 
when the wholesale prices of the papers increase by twenty percent. The newsboys form 
a trade union, a strike committee and a committee on discipline and reach a settlement 
in two weeks.

June 3, 1900 International Ladies Garment Workers Union (ILGWU) is formed 
by the amalgamation of seven local unions.  Most workers are Jewish and Italian 
women immigrants.

September 12, 1900 United Mine Workers successfully strike the entire anthracite 
coal region, establishing it as a powerful player in one of the most contested industries 
in the nation.  Union membership grows from 8,000 to 100,000.
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Fish vendor, Augusta, Ga., 1909. Procession of Victuallers of Philadelphia, 1821, painting by Joseph Yeager. Japanese-American railroad workers on the  
Snoqualmie Falls Lumber Company line in  
Washington State, n.d.

Welders on the way to their job at the Todd Erie Basin dry 
dock during World War II, 1943.

WPA vocational school in Washington, D.C., 
working on airplane engines, 1942.

Bananas being taken off the Pennsylvania Railroad  
refrigerated cars in Baltimore for inspection, c. 1909.

Save the Wagner Act,  
cartoon in the CIO News, 
n.d.

Transporting lumber in Clare County, MI, c. 1905. Weighing beans at the Seabrook Farm, Bridgeton, N.J., 
1942.
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Councilmember Bill de Blasio takes part in a demonstration by  
the NYC Central Labor Council alongside Assemblyman Brian  
McLaughlin, Rev. Al Sharpton and CLC leader, Vinny Alvarez, c. 2008.



July 29, 1901 Socialist Party of America is founded with Eugene V. Debs among 
its leaders. Debs is put forward five times as the party candidate for president of the 
United States. 

September 24, 1901 The Flint Vehicle Factories Mutual Benefit Association is 
formed, providing General Motors workers with medical and industrial accident 
insurance issued by the workers’ own mutual company.  This association provides 
benefits until 1928, when the company switches to group health insurance.

October 3, 1902 The federal government acts as arbitrator instead of strike- 
breaker for the first time and helps settle the 163-day anthracite coal strike in Pennsyl-
vania. Workers receive a ten percent wage increase and a nine-hour workday.

July 9–29, 1903 “March of the Mill Children” sees Mary “Mother” Jones lead 200 
children from Philadelphia to New York and on to Theodore Roosevelt’s estate at 
Oyster Bay to raise the issue of child labor. President Roosevelt refuses to see the  
children, but the visibility pressures Pennsylvania to pass an effective child labor law.

November 19, 1903 The Women’s Trade Union League is formed by labor and 
settlement house leaders.  The New York branch holds meetings at University  
Settlement and organizes garment workers to fight for better working conditions.	

April 5, 1904 Nine Aldermen backed by the Social Democratic Party in  
Milwaukee are elected to the city’s Common Council, marking one of the strongest 
electoral showings of socialist candidates in American history. By 1910 the socialists 
in Milwaukee win the mayoralty and send Victor Berger to Congress.

April 17, 1905 The Supreme Court rules in Lochner v. New York (1905) that  
a New York law setting maximum working hours for bakers is unconstitutional.

June 27, 1905 Led by mine union leader “Big Bill” Haywood, the Industrial  
Workers of the World holds its founding convention in Chicago to challenge the 
more conservative craft-oriented American Federation of Labor.

1906 The Rand School of Social Science is established as a center for socialist and 
labor education in New York. The school operates until 1956 after which its library 
becomes the New York University Tamiment Library.

January 1, 1906 Homestake Mining Company eliminates worker contributions  
to its hospital department; the first company to provide full medical services to its 
employees and dependents at no cost.

December 6, 1907 The worst coal mine disaster in U.S. history kills 361 miners 
at the Fairmount Coal Co.’s Monongah Mine in W.V. The United States Bureau of 
Mines is created three years later with the power to inspect mines for safety.

February 3, 1908 The Supreme Court rules in Loewe v. Lawlor that unions are  
a “conspiracy in restraint of trade” under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. 

February 24, 1908 The Supreme Court in Muller v. Oregon upholds a 10-hour 
Oregon law as applied to women, arguing that women deserve such special protection 
as “bearers of the race.” 

November 22, 1909 Clara Lemlich mobilizes her fellow garment workers in the 
“Uprising of the 20,000” to strike for better wages, better working conditions and 
union recognition.  The strike lasts thirteen weeks and results in higher wages.

March 25, 1911 The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City kills 146 
women.  The ensuing public outrage makes the fire a turning point for better working 
conditions.  New York State establishes its first Factory Inspecting Commission three 
months later.

January 11, 1912 Women walk out of the Everett Mill in Lawrence, Mass.. in  
what becomes known as the “Bread and Roses Strike.” Over the next few months,  
the IWW helps organize 23,000 textile workers to participate. By the end of March, 
all the mills submit to the workers’ demands. 

March 4, 1913 President Taft signs the bill creating the Department of Labor 
declaring, “The purpose of the Department of Labor shall be to foster, promote, and 
develop the welfare of the wage earners of the United States, to improve their working 
conditions, and to advance their opportunities for profitable employment.”

December 1, 1913 Ford introduces the moving assembly line for the mass  
production of autos in Highland Park, Mich., a concept borrowed from the  
meat-packing industry. Workers perform a single task rather than master whole  
portions of automobile assembly. 

April 20, 1914 In what became known as the Ludlow Massacre, the National Guard 
and company gunmen attack a tent village of families striking at a Rockefeller-
owned Colorado coal mine, killing eleven women, seven men and two children. 

October 15, 1914 In signing the Clayton Act, President Wilson declares:  
“The labor of a human being is not a commodity or article of commerce.” The Act 
exempts unions from anti-trust prosecution and limits the use of injunctions for 
peaceful labor actions like boycotts, strikes, picketing and collective bargaining.

May 1915 Idaho law entitles every state resident to public employment for ninety days  
a year. 

1915 “Great Migration” of black workers from the agricultural South to the urban 
North begins. 

1916 Teachers Union of the City of New York founded; Dr. Herbert Linville is president.

July 22, 1916 Labor leaders Tom Mooney and Warren Billings are arrested for 
bombing that kills ten at San Francisco’s pro-war Preparedness Parade during 
World War I. The bombing reflects anti-war sentiment among many in the labor  
movement. Mooney and Billings remain in prison until 1939.

September 7, 1916 The Federal Compensation Act establishes the Office of  
Workers’ Compensation Programs that provides benefits to all federal workers injured 
or killed in the workplace.

June 15, 1917 Congress passes the Espionage Act. Federal roundups, mass trials  
of IWW members and fines totaling $2,300,000 virtually destroy the organization.  
The IWW strongly opposed American involvement in World War I.

March 29, 1918 During World War I the National War Labor Board uses arbitra-
tion, mediation and conciliation to settle labor disputes. The Board created a model 
for labor peace based on the eight-hour day, equal pay for women and the right of 
workers to organize, in return for a ban on strikes and other delays of production.

May 7, 1918 The Sedition Act amends the Espionage Act. Federal agents target 
union leaders and the Socialist Party, prosecuting over 2,000 and convicting over 
900 for their dissent against U.S. involvement in World War I. Eugene V. Debs is 
among them.
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Time Card for 117 
hours worked in a 
New York State fruit 
cannery, 1911.

Mexican American migrant laborers picking grapes  
in a vineyard in the San Joaquin Valley, Calif., 1973.

Mule drivers on the Ashokan reservoir, part of the  
widespread New York City water supply, n.d.

Employees in the Animal Trap Company 
machine shop, Lititz, Pa., checking out 
for lunch, 1942.

Drillers on the Loudoun Dam,  
Tennessee Valley Authority, 1942.

Gildo Spadoni painting the Trylon, 
New York World’s Fair, 1939.

Itinerant photographer, Columbus, Ohio, 1938.

Night scene at the Wheaton Glass Works, Millville, N.J., 1909. Scientists holding components of the ENIAC  
Computer they helped to design, c.1948.

Anti-aircraft gun demon- 
stration part of military 
tournament at Sheepshead 
Bay, Brooklyn, 1916.

Rabbi Stephen Wise and 
son working as laborers 
in the shipbuilding yards 
of the Luder Marine 
Construction Company of 
Stamford, Conn., 1918.

Crowd forms outside the 
Labor Stage Theater in 
New York City before a 
performance of Pins and 
Needles, n.d.

Michael Mulgrew,  
president, United  
Federation of Teachers.



June 3, 1918 The United States Supreme Court decides Hammer v. Dagenhart,  
declaring unconstitutional the federal Keating-Owen Act of 1916 that prohibited 
interstate shipment of goods made by child labor. 

June 2, 1919 Anarchists bomb the home of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, 
precipitating the Palmer Raids.  In New York the Lusk Committee targets active 
unionists along with suspected anarchists, socialists and communists.  Thousands are 
rounded up amidst a wave of vigilante violence known as the “Red Scare.” Many  
are prosecuted or deported and government-imposed loyalty oaths are demanded  
of a number of unions, including New York City’s teachers.

August 30, 1919 Two communist parties are formed in the wake of a failed attempt 
by left wing activists to take control of the Socialist Party of America. They merge in 
May 1921 to form what becomes known as the Communist Party of the United States 
(CPUSA). 

September 9, 1919 In Boston 1,117 policemen (72 percent of the force) strike 
to form a union. Police Commissioner Edwin Curtis fires the strikers and hires 
unemployed servicemen as replacements. The Boston Police Strike is part of the Great 
Strike Wave of 1919, a series of 3,600 walkouts involving one of every five working 
Americans. 

June 5, 1920 The Department of Labor establishes the Women’s Bureau to  
“formulate standards and policies which shall promote the welfare of wage-earning 
women, improve their working conditions, increase their efficiency, and advance  
their opportunities for profitable employment.”

1923 The Amalgamated Clothing Workers opens the Amalgamated Bank of  
New York, one of a number of labor banks started at that time and the only one  
that still exists.

April 9, 1923 Supreme Court strikes down a minimum wage law for women in 
Adkins v. Children’s Hospital, arguing that women have a “right to make their own 
bargains.” 

August 25, 1925 A. Philip Randolph organizes the first national black labor union, 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, in Harlem. 

March 4, 1927 The Longshore and Harbor Workers Compensation Act provides 
for compensation in cases of workplace injury or death of seamen in domestic waters 
or among dock and harbor workers, extending such protections beyond government 
employees. 

August 23, 1927 Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti are executed for murder. 
As anarchists and foreigners, they were virtually guaranteed conviction in one of  
the most infamous trials in American history.  

November 1, 1927 “Co-operators” move into the Amalgamated Houses in the 
Bronx, the first large scale housing project constructed by a union in the United States. 
Using union pension funds and other sources of capital, unions and their United 
Housing Foundation (founded in 1951) build thousands of modern housing units for 
middle class New Yorkers over subsequent decades, making the “co-op” a standard 
form of housing in New York City.

October 22, 1928 Herbert Hoover announces in his “Rugged Individualism” 
speech that Americans were “nearer to the abolition of poverty, to the abolition of fear 
and want, than humanity has ever reached before.”

1930 Over one million people join in Hunger Marches around the country, many 
organized by the CPUSA. 

July 7, 1930 The Federal government begins collecting unemployment data as the 
Great Depression deepens. 

March 3, 1931 Congress passes the Davis-Bacon Act, requiring prevailing wages  
be paid on all publicly funded construction projects. 

March 23, 1932 The Norris-LaGuardia Act allows workers to organize unions, 
restricts the use of injunctions against labor activities and declares yellow-dog  
contracts (promise to employers not to join a union) unenforceable. 

July 22, 1932 The AFL abandons its traditional opposition to unemployment insur-
ance, once deplored by Samuel Gompers as a paternalistic intrusion of government. 

July 28, 1932 In the Battle of Anacostia Heights, President Hoover orders the Army 

to drive 25,000 unemployed veterans from their encampment outside Washington. 
The so-called “Bonus Army” had gathered to demand early payment of the cash 
bonus promised to them for their service in WWI. 

March 4, 1933 Frances Perkins becomes Secretary of Labor, the first woman to hold 
a cabinet position in the U.S. 

June 6, 1933 President Roosevelt signs the Wagner-Peyser Act to match  
unemployed workers with available jobs. The Act revives the U.S. Employment Service, 
a temporary system of offices nationwide to connect workers and employers first 
developed during World War I.

June 16, 1933 President Roosevelt signs the National Industrial Recovery Act.  
Section 7a declares “employees shall have the right to organize and bargain  
collectively through representatives of their own choosing, and shall be free from  
the interference, restraint, or coercion of employers of labor….” The Supreme Court 
declares the law unconstitutional two years later. 

July 5, 1935 President Roosevelt signs the National Labor Relations Act (Wagner 
Act), the keystone of federal recognition of unions. The Act defines and protects 
workers’ “right to self-organization, to form, join, or assist labor organizations, 
[and] to bargain collectively.” 

August 14, 1935 Congress passes the Social Security Act, establishing for the first 
time a government safety net for unemployed workers, the elderly (those beyond their 
prime working years), and dependent children (those before their prime working 
years and who have “been deprived of parental support or care”). By excluding  
workers in the home (domestic servants, nurse companions and home-makers),  
the New Deal largely disregards many female and minority workers.

March 23, 1936 The La Follette Committee uncovers widespread and violent anti-
labor and anti-union activity by employers.

July 16, 1936 New York union leaders form the American Labor Party to support 
New Deal Democrats and win a majority of the vote in the 1936 election from  
Italians, Puerto Ricans and African Americans in East Harlem. The party  
remains an important force in New York politics until 1944 when the party’s  
more conservative socialists split from the communists to help form the Liberal Party.
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Samuel Gottlieb at the Naval 
Training Station, San Francisco, 
1912.

Young men training in blacksmithing at 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va., 1899.

MTA workers repairing track in Queens, 2014. Sandhogs tighten a bolt in a tunnel-lining ring, 1939. Steven Greenhouse, New York Times reporter and George 
Altomare, director of worker education at the UFT receive the 
John Commerford Labor Education Award from the NY Labor 
History Association, alongside UFT treasurer Mel Aaronson 
and Labor History Assn. president Irwin Yellowitz, 2009.

Slave Trader, Sold to Tennessee, from Sketchbook of Landscapes in 
the State of Virginia by Lewis Miller, c. 1853.

First Labor Day Parade, New York City, Sept. 5, 1882. Day laborers picking cotton near Clarksdale, Miss., 1939. Stock trading on the New York Curb Association market, with 
brokers and clients signaling from street to offices, 1916.

Oyster salesman, New York City, n.d.

1900s



December 30, 1936 The 44-day sit-down strike against General Motors in Flint, 
Mich., begins, establishing the United Auto Workers (UAW) as a major force in 
American labor. The UAW wins union recognition and membership grows from 
30,000 to 500,000 in one year. 

March 29, 1937 In West Coast Hotel v. Parrish, the Supreme Court rules states can 
establish minimum wage laws, officially recognizing for the first time that employee 
and employer did not have equal negotiating power. The decision directly overturns 
the Court’s earlier decision in Adkins v. Children’s Hospital (1923). 

April 12, 1937 The Supreme Court upholds the National Labor Relations Act  
(Wagner Act) in its National Labor Relations Board v. Jones and McLaughlin Steel Co. 
decision, securing congressional authority to protect workers’ right to organize. 

May 30, 1937 In what becomes known as the Memorial Day Massacre, men and 
their families striking against Republic Steel are gassed, clubbed, shot, and jailed 
by Chicago police, resulting in 10 deaths.  U.S. Steel had recently agreed to a union 
contract, but smaller producers like Republic refused to do so.

August 25, 1937 Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters wins contract with Pullman 
Co., the first agreement between organized black workers and a major American 
corporation. 

June 15, 1938 Congress passes the Fair Labor Standards Act, which bans child labor 
and establishes a standard forty-hour workweek and minimum wage regulations of 
twenty-five cents an hour.

November 14, 1938 Led by John L. Lewis, thirty-four national unions and over 
a hundred local unions meet in Pittsburgh, breaking from the AFL to form an  
independent Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). 

March 31, 1940 In Puerto Rico, labor activists establish a new labor federation —  
the Confederacion General de Trabajadores (CGT). By 1948, the CGT is  
participating in Operation Bootstrap, the U.S. government’s program to transform the 
Puerto Rican economy, even while the organization refuses to comply with the  
new Taft-Hartley restrictions on labor unions.

June 25, 1941 To head off a planned march on Washington led by African  
American trade union leader A. Phillip Randolph, President Franklin Delano  
Roosevelt creates the Fair Employment Practice Committee (FEPC).  During  
World War II, 800,000 industrial jobs are brought to the South.  

December 30, 1941 AFL and CIO pledge a “no lockout, no strike” policy for the 
duration of the American involvement in World War II. Despite the pledge, more 
than 3,000 wildcat strikes involving over two million workers break out across many 
industries in 1943.

1942–1945 During World War II the Brooklyn Navy Yard employs 75,000 men 
and women around the clock in three shifts.

August 4, 1942 The Bracero program begins; by 1964, 4.6 million Mexican farm  
workers have come to the United States as temporary contracted laborers though  
the structure of the program allows for exploitation.

August 31, 1942 Federal government begins to establish hundreds of day care  
centers for the children of women working in defense industries. Personified by 
“Rosie the Riveter,” six million women (seventy-five percent of whom were married) 
enter the paid labor force during World War II.

June 25, 1943 Congress enacts the Smith-Connally War Labor Disputes Act over 
President Roosevelt’s veto. The law requires unions in war industries to announce 
any intent to strike 30 days in advance, establishing the idea of a thirty-day  
cooling-off period.

June 22, 1944 President Roosevelt signs the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act. 
Popularly known as the G.I. Bill of Rights, the law provides twenty dollar weekly un-
employment allowance in addition to counseling, placement services, education, and 
on-the-job training. Nearly half of all WWII veterans had taken advantage of the 
education and training provisions by 1956 when the law expired.

August 3, 1944 A “Hate-strike” shuts down the streetcar system in Philadelphia 
for five days as thousands of white workers feign illness to protest promotion of eight 
black porters to motormen. With 500,000 man-hours of war production lost,  
President Roosevelt calls upon 8,000 army troops to restore the city to normalcy.

January 21, 1945 The United Steel Workers mobilize 800,000 and close down the 
entire U.S. Steel Corporation in the largest strike to date in the United States. The U.S. Steel 
strike is part of a wave of 5,000 post-war work stoppages involving five million workers. 

November 21, 1945 UAW shuts ninety-two  GM plants in fifty cities and rejects 
Truman’s order to return to work. The issue centers on the UAW’s demand for a 
wage increase (without an increase in prices) which they believed GM could afford. 
When the UAW got the wage increase, GM let the public know that it resulted in 
higher prices to the consumer.  

March 1946 CIO undertakes Operation Dixie to organize southern industrial  
workers to transform southern politics and to prevent the undercutting of gains won 
by northern workers. Failure of the project weakens CIO’s more radical political 
agenda, setting the stage for re-unification with the more conservative AFL in 1955.

June 23, 1947 Congress passes the Taft-Hartley Act, backed by the National  
Association of Manufacturers and other anti-labor groups. The Act outlaws the 
closed shop (in which only union members can be hired by the company), sanctions 
state-level “right to work” laws that prohibit union shops (where all company workers 
must join the union) and forbids secondary boycotts, limiting labor solidarity across 
industries. The law also requires union leaders to certify that they are not members of 
the Communist Party. 

May 25, 1948 Contract agreement between the UAW and GM recognizes  
employee’s claim for both a cost of living adjustment to account for inflation and a 
fair share in the steady improvement of “the nation’s industrial efficiency,” though 
the union fails to win a say in factory production levels.

May 24, 1949 The United States Court of Appeals First Circuit upholds a National 
Labor Relations Board ruling that health benefits can be part of collective bargaining, 
thereby cementing labor’s role in health care.

October 31, 1949 At its national convention in Cleveland, the CIO votes to  
bar Communists and Fascists from its executive board and begins expelling  
“Communist-dominated” unions.  Eleven unions representing over a million  
workers are drummed out of the organization.

September 22, 1953 The International Longshoremen Association is expelled from 
AFL for corruption, following revelations by the New York Anti-Crime Committee. 
Even today, all longshoremen in New York must register with the Waterfront Commis-
sion and be cleared of any ties to organized crime in order to work on the docks.

December 5, 1955 AFL and CIO merge, healing a twenty-year-old schism and  
uniting craft and industrial workers under a common banner.
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Slaves planting sweet potatoes, Edisto Island, S.C., 1862.No Work, lithograph by Blanche 
Grambs, 1935.

Brooklyn police on strike duty, Eastern Parkway and Franklin 
Avenue, c. 1910.

The Laborer: The Nation’s 
Builder, 1947.

Promotional print for Grange members 
showing scenes of farming and farm life, 
c.1873.

Vaqueros Lassoing Steer, c. 1849, painting by  
Augusto Ferran.

Soldiers guarding the mills during “Bread and Roses” strike at 
Lawrence, Mass., 1912.

Belmont Avenue market in 
Brownsville, Brooklyn, 1950s.

Ladies Tailors Union during “Uprising of the 20,000” in 
New York City, 1910.

Bayard Rustin (L) and Cleveland 
Robinson during the March on Wash-
ington for Jobs and Freedom, 1963.

English class for Spanish-speaking ILGWU members, n.d.

1900s

Joe McDermott, executive di-
rector of the Consortium for 
Worker Education, comprising 
over 46 labor unions in NYC.



1956 AFL-CIO’s membership reaches its peak of 16.5 million members.

April 26, 1956 First container ship leaves Port Newark bound for Houston, begin-
ning the “containerization” revolution of dock work worldwide. In the mid-1950s, 
40,000–50,000 longshoremen “shaped-up” for work in the Port of New York 
alone; by 2012 there were only 3,500.

February 26, 1957 The McClellan Committee (Senate Select Committee on 
Improper Activities in the Labor and Management Field) exposes corruption and 
infiltration by organized crime in many unions, fostering negative public opinion  
of unions. 

March 31, 1958 New York Mayor Robert F. Wagner, Jr. issues Executive Order 
49, making it policy for the city to recognize and collectively bargain with municipal 
unions. The following year, District Council 37 negotiates the first collective  
bargaining agreement with the city resulting in wage increases for thirty-three  
civil service titles.

January 17, 1962 President Kennedy issues Executive Order 10988, empowering 
federal employees to bargain collectively. 

March 15, 1962 President Kennedy signs the Manpower Development and Train-
ing Act, creating the first major federal job training program. It focuses on training 
and retraining individuals who lose jobs due to automation and technology. 

September 30, 1962  Cesar Chavez calls a convention in Fresno, Calif., of mostly 
Spanish-speaking agricultural workers, creating the National Farm Workers  
Association. 

June 10, 1963 The Equal Pay Act promises women that they will be paid equally to 
men for equal work and forbids employers from reducing the wages of one sex to 
achieve this goal. The concept proves difficult to measure and enforce. 

August 28, 1963 Martin Luther King delivers his famous “I Have a Dream Speech” 
at the March for Jobs and Freedom held in Washington, D.C., by the Negro  
American Labor Council, civil rights organizations and a number of labor unions. 

July 2, 1964 Congress passes the Civil Rights Act, which forbids discrimination on 
the basis of sex as well as race and religion in hiring, promoting and firing. Title VII 
of the Act establishes the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. 

August 20, 1964 President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Economic Opportunity 
Act, establishing a series of programs targeted to the problems of unemployment and 
opportunities for Americans living in poverty.

January 1965 The Mississippi Freedom Labor Union organizes plantation workers. 

September 16, 1965 Cesar Chavez joins Hispanic farm workers with Filipino 
workers striking against grape growers in California. They merge the following year 
to form the United Farm Workers Organizing Committee, challenging growers’ 
strategy of hiring one ethnic group to break labor organizing by another.  

September 24, 1965 President Johnson signs Executive Order 11246, enforcing 
the concept of “affirmative action” for the first time among federal contractors and 
subcontractors. 

1966 Mexico opens first industrial park in Ciudad Juarez as part of its maquiladora 
program to attract foreign industrial capital. By 1973, 168 electronics plants, including 
those of RCA, Texas Instruments, GM, and Motorola open just over the border to 
take advantage of cheaper Mexican labor. The 1994 North American Free Trade 
Agreement accelerates the trend.

January 1, 1966 Led by Mike Quill, the Transport Workers Union shuts down 
buses and subways for two weeks, paralyzing New York City in the greatest urban 
transportation strike in American history.

September 1, 1967 Taylor Law becomes effective, reaffirming New York State’s 
ban on strikes by public sector employees. The law improves on the 1947 Condon-
Wadlin Act by requiring government to recognize unions, engage in collective 
bargaining and by establishing procedures to deal with negotiating impasses.

April 4, 1968 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated while supporting striking 
sanitation workers in Memphis, Tenn. 

December 30, 1969 President Nixon signs the Coal Mine Health and Safety Act 
setting mandatory standards, requiring regular mine inspections, increasing federal 
enforcement power and providing funds to support coal miners disabled by “black 
lung” disease. 

July 29, 1970 Grape growers sign contracts with Cesar Chavez’s UFWOC,  
the first collective bargaining agreement in U.S. agriculture. A nationwide grape 
boycott and five-year strike eventually pressured growers to reach a deal.

December 29, 1970 President Nixon signs the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act, establishing in law workers’ right to a safe and healthy workplace. 

July 18, 1971 Delegates at the first national conference of the National Council of 
Household Employees demand extension of labor laws to cover domestic workers.

October 1972 CEOs of America’s biggest corporations form the Business 
Roundtable in a concerted effort to advance a pro-business and anti-labor legislative 
agenda. 

March 12, 1974 Twelve hundred union women meet in Chicago forming the  
Coalition of Labor Union Women to “address the critical needs of millions of  
unorganized working women and make unions more responsive to the needs of  
all working women.”

September 2, 1974 President Ford signs the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act (ERISA), setting standards for pension and health benefits in private industry 
as well as duties of private employers administering such plans. 

1977–1980 The Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union (ACTWU) 
campaign to organize the J.P. Stevens Company’s southern textile mills spearheads 
labor’s efforts to organize in the mostly non-union South. The union’s campaign 
was later dramatized by Martin Ritt’s movie, Norma Rae.

October 14, 1978 Congress passes the Airline Deregulation Act, removing 
government control of civilian aviation. A wave of such industry deregulation in 
the 1970s and 1980s increases corporate power and destabilizes employment in the 
affected industries. 

1979 Bread and Roses, an innovative cultural program, is launched by Local 1199  
of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees. It includes free  
lunchtime performances in hospitals, art and photography exhibits in Gallery 1199  
and original musical revues based on workers’ experiences and more.

August 4, 1979 U.S. Steel announces closure of two plants in Illinois, the first of  
fifteen mills in eight states the company will close this year. Between 1979 and 1995 amidst 
a national trend of deindustrialization, more than 400,000 steel workers lose their jobs.
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Selling flavored ice on street in Harlem, 1938. Children protesting “Child Slavery,” New York City  
May Day march, 1909.

Street photographers in Little Italy, New York City, n.d. Carl Rakeman’s painting of the first American  
macadam road, n.d.

Fred Thompson, designer of Luna Park, Coney Island, 
c. 1915.

James Richard Barfoot, The Progress of Cotton #12, 
1840.

Hall of Famer, Brooklyn Dodger and Native American Zach Wheat 
warming up at Ebbets Field, c. 1916.

Female prisoners in Indiana state penitentiary feeding chickens, 
1916.

Old clothes market under the elevated train line, New York City, 
n.d.

War Manpower 
Commission poster, 1944.

1900s



August 5, 1981 Air traffic controllers strike when the Federal Aviation  
Administration refuses to address job stress and other safety issues. President Reagan 
demolishes the PATCO union, firing 11,000 striking air traffic controllers and  
hiring replacement workers. Although technically illegal, work stoppages by federal  
employees were not uncommon before 1981. It is a turning point in labor history, as 
private employers including Phelps Dodge and International Paper choose to replace 
striking workers rather than negotiate with unions.

April 7, 1986 President Reagan signs the Consolidated Omnibus Budget  
Reconciliation Act of 1985 (COBRA), allowing workers who lose their jobs to 
maintain health insurance for themselves and their families through their former 
employer.

June 15, 1990 Four hundred janitors demonstrating for better wages and benefits 
under the banner “Justice for Janitors” are beaten by police in Los Angeles. The 
incident echoes labor strife of the industrial era as unions struggle to organize service 
workers in a changing economy.

1991–1995 In a test case of waning labor power, unions and management dig in 
their heels in Decatur, Ill. More than 4,000 workers walk out at Staley, Bridgestone, 
and Caterpillar, but the plants continue to operate.  

February 5, 1993 President Clinton signs the Family and Medical Leave Act,  
ensuring job security for workers to take leave from their jobs to care for newborn 
babies or for injured or ill relatives. 

December 8, 1993 President Clinton signs the law implementing the North  
American Free Trade Agreement. By 2004, over 900,000 lost jobs are linked to 
NAFTA by AFL-CIO economists, even as trade increases. 

January 1, 1995 The United States joins the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
furthering economic globalization. In December 1999, WTO talks in Seattle fail 
amidst one of the strongest protests against globalization in United States history.

October 25, 1995 In the first contested election in AFL-CIO history John 
Sweeney, former head of SEIU, becomes AFL-CIO president and calls for militant 
organizing. 

August 22, 1996 President Clinton signs the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act, fulfilling his campaign promise to “end welfare as 
we have come to know it.”

September 22, 1997 Pride at Work, a national coalition of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender workers and their supporters, becomes an AFL-CIO constituency 
group.

1999 In the largest labor organizing victory since the Great Depression, 74,000 
California home-care workers vote to join the Service Employees International  
Union (SEIU). The move highlights the shift from industrial to service employment.

July 26, 2002 President Bush demands the 170,000 workers in the proposed  
Department of Homeland Security be stripped of standard civil service and union 
protections, including (at the president’s discretion) collective bargaining rights.

July 12, 2004 The Union of Needle Trades, Industrial and Textile Workers  
combines with the Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees to form UNITE/
HERE, as unions fight declining membership by merging across industries.  
The united union has 450,000 members.

July 13, 2004 NLRB rules 3-2 in favor of Brown University, reversing the 2001 
NYU decision and declaring that graduate student teaching and research assistants 
are “primarily students” and not workers protected by the NLRA.

September 26, 2005 Arguing that the AFL no longer adequately prioritizes  
organizing new workers or addresses the needs of a changing workforce, seven 
major unions, led by the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) and the 
Teamsters, leave the AFL-CIO to form the Change to Win coalition.  By 2015,  
more than half have returned to the AFL-CIO.

September 29, 2006 In the Kentucky River Decisions, the NLRB makes it easier 
for an employer to classify certain workers as “supervisor” and thereby not eligible  
for union representation.  

September 15, 2008 Lehman Brothers files for bankruptcy, precipitating the Great 
Recession and establishing a “too big to fail” doctrine that leads to government 
bailouts of many Wall Street financial institutions.  

December 11, 2008 Following a fifteen-year battle, workers at the Smithfield 
Foods pork processing plant in Tar Heel, N. C., the largest of its kind in the world, 
vote to unionize. It is one of the largest successful union organizing efforts of the 21st 
century.

January 29, 2009 President Obama signs the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, 
reversing a Supreme Court decision declaring discrimination claims must be filed 
within 180 days from the initial incident of discrimination. 

March 23, 2010 President Obama signs the Affordable Care Act, commonly known 
as Obamacare.  

April 5, 2010 An explosion of methane gas kills twenty-nine miners in Massey 
Coal’s Upper Big Branch Mine in West Virginia.

March 7, 2011 Governor Scott Walker signs Wisconsin’s Budget Repair Act, 
limiting public-sector unions contract negotiations to base pay only, eliminating 
pensions, health insurance, safety, hours, sick leave and vacations as items of  
discussion. Thousands of state employees protest, but the law is ruled constitutional 
in 2014. By that year, membership in the Wisconsin State Employee’s Union is 
down sixty percent.  

June 20, 2011 In Wal-Mart Stores v. Dukes, the Supreme Court throws out the em-
ployment discrimination class-action suit against Wal-Mart that had sought billions 
of dollars on behalf of as many as 1.5 million female workers. 

September 17, 2011 The Occupy Wall Street movement begins as several hundred 
people march through Wall Street and encamp at Zuccotti Park in Lower Manhattan. 
The long-lived protest spurs the Occupy movement in many cities around the country, 
protesting wealth and power inequities in American society.  
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Poster advocating worker safety, 
Pennsylvania WPA Federal Art 
Project, 1937. 

Selling hot dogs outside Ebbets Field before game 2  
of the 1920 World Series game against Cleveland.

Former Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins and Eleanor 
Roosevelt at the 50th anniversary commemoration of the 
Triangle Fire, March 1961.

Shoveling snow into horse-drawn carts, New York City, 
1896.

Scott’s Run, West Virginia. 
Vincent Lopez – Mexican 
miner, c. 1941.

New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia  
observes a buttonhole maker at work, n.d.

ILGWU Italian Dressmakers Union Local 89 float in 
1964 New York City Columbus Day parade.

New York City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, 2014.

Workers at Steinway and Sons bending the piano’s rim, 
1935.

Eugene V. Debs working in his office, n.d. Helen Martinez and her children wear placards  
announcing that Tex-Son workers are on strike, c. 1959.

 Rafael Petiton Guzman, composer, 
pianist and bandleader, n.d.
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BUILDING

 I would like to see a building, say, the Empire State. I would like to see on one side of it a foot-wide 
strip from top to bottom with the name of every bricklayer, the name of every electrician, with all 

the names. So when a guy walked by, he could take his son and say, “See, that’s me over there 
on the forty-fifth floor. I put the steel beam in.” Picasso can point to a painting. What can 

I point to? A writer can point to a book. Everybody should have something to point to. 
							              — Mike Lefevre, steel mill worker      

USS New York being constructed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 1911.
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1912 Women walk out of the 
Everett Mill in Lawrence, Mass., in 
what becomes known as the “Bread 
and Roses Strike.” The IWW helps 
organize 23,000 textile workers; 
all the mills submit to the workers’ 
demands. 

1874 In the Tompkins Square  
“Blood or Bread Riot” thousands  
of unemployed protesters clash  
with in the wake of the 1873 Panic. 

1962 President Kennedy issues  
Executive Order 10988, empowering 
federal employees to bargain  
collectively.

2009 President Obama signs the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, 
reversing a Supreme Court decision 
declaring discrimination claims must 
be filed within 180 days from the 
initial incident of discrimination. 

NEW YEAR’S DAY

KWANZAA ENDS

SOLEMNITY OF MARY

THREE KINGS DAY, FEAST 
OF THE EPIPHANY ORTHODOX CHRISTMAS

TU B’SHVAT

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
OF COMMEMORATION 
IN MEMORY OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THE 
HOLOCAUST

DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. DAY 
(OBSERVED)

LEFT  Chinese laborers building the 
Central Pacific Railroad, painting 
by Jake Lee, c. 1950.

RIGHT  Fred Brusati astride a tower 
on the Golden Gate Bridge during 
its construction, c. 1935.
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DECEMBER 2015

RUGHT  Ironworker Joe Regis erecting 
the Chase Manhattan Bank building 
in New York City, c. 1960.

LaGuardia 
and Wagner 
Archives



ART ISTS

Normandía and Carlos Maldonado of Ballet Quisqueya  
perform in a tribute to Rene Carrasco, New York City, 1973.

This world  
is but a canvas  
to our imagination. 
    – Henry David Thoreau,  
       poet and philosopher
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1908 The Supreme Court in Muller 
v. Oregon upholds a 10-hour Oregon 
law as applied to women, arguing 
that women deserve such special 
protection as “bearers of the race.” 

LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY

VASANT PANCHAMI 
(HINDU OBSERVANCE)

CHINESE NEW YEAR

VALENTINE’S DAY

LEFT  Sarah Vaughn performing at 
Café Society, New York City, c. 1946.

RIGHT  Leonard Bernstein making 
annotations to musical score, 1955.
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1993 President Clinton signs the 
Family and Medical Leave Act,  
ensuring job security for workers 
to take leave from their jobs to care 
for newborn babies or for injured or 
ill relatives. 

1813 Francis Cabot Lowell founds 
the Boston Manufacturing Company 
textile mills in Waltham, Mass., the 
first industrial manufacturing plants 
in the U. S. 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

GROUNDHOG DAY

MARDI GRAS (SHROVE 
TUESDAY) ASH WEDNESDAY

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

1908 The Supreme Court rules in 
Loewe v. Lawlor that unions are a 
“conspiracy in restraint of trade” 
under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. 

RIGHT  Machito, Jose 
Mangual, Carlos Vidal (?), 
Mario Bouza, Ubaldo Nieto 
and Graciella Grillo,  
performing at Glen Island 
Casino, New York, c. 1947.
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TEXTILES
She took a bundle and she cut the string.  
And when you open the bundle, it is a thousand  
pieces. And all these pieces, you put them together 
and you make a beautiful dress. The operator on 
dresses is an engineer. — Julia Benicci, garment worker

As we come marching, marching in the beauty of the day,
A million darkened kitchens, a thousand mill lofts gray,
Are touched with all the radiance that a sudden sun discloses,
For people hear us singing, Bread and roses! Bread and roses!
				          — James Oppenheim, Bread and Roses, 1912

Above: Sweatshop in Chinatown, n.d. 
Above right: Making dresses for Campbell kids dolls, New York City, 1912.
Right: Girls at weaving machines, Lincoln Cotton Mills, Evansville, Ind., 1908.
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME BEGINS 

1807 Congress passes legislation 
banning importation of African slaves 
to the United States. The law goes 
into effect January 1, 1808.

1933 Frances Perkins becomes Sec-
retary of Labor, the first woman to 
hold a cabinet position in the U.S. 

1923 The Norris-LaGuardia Act 
allows workers to organize unions, 
restricts the use of injunctions 
against labor activities, and declares 
yellow-dog contracts unenforceable. 

1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 
in New York City kills 146 women. 
The ensuing outrage makes the fire a 
turning point, propelling popular and 
political support for better working 
conditions.  

LENT (ORTHODOX)

MAHA SHIVARATRI 
(HINDU OBSERVANCE)

INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY

EASTER

PALM SUNDAY

VERNAL EQUINOX 
(SPRING BEGINS)

PURIM (BEGINS AT 
SUNDOWN)

PURIM

HOLY THURSDAY

HOLI (HINDU 
OBSERVANCE)

GOOD FRIDAY

1958 New York Mayor Robert F. 
Wagner, Jr. issues Executive Order 
49, making it policy for the city to 
recognize and collectively bargain 
with municipal unions. 

1937  In West Coast Hotel v. Parrish, 
the Supreme Court rules states 
can establish minimum wage laws, 
officially recognizing for the first time 
that employee and employer did not 
have equal negotiating power. 

RIGHT  Young David Dubinsky, labor 
organizer, cutting fabric, n.d.

LEFT  May Chen, 
Asian Pacific 
American Labor 
Alliance found-
ing member, n.d.

RIGHT Navajo 
rug weavers, 
n.d.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
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TRANSPORTATION

John Henry was a railroad man,
He worked from six ‘till five,
“Raise ‘em up bullies and let ‘em drop down,
I’ll beat you to the bottom or die.”

John Henry said to his captain:
“You are nothing but a common man,
Before that steam drill shall beat me down,
I’ll die with my hammer in my hand.”
           
John Henry said to the Shakers:
“You must listen to my call,
Before that steam drill shall beat me down,
I’ll jar these mountains till they fall.”

John Henry’s captain said to him:
“I believe these mountains are caving in.”
John Henry said to his captain: “Oh, Lord!”
“That’s my hammer you hear in the wind.”

John Henry he said to his captain:
“Your money is getting mighty slim,
When I hammer through this old mountain,
Oh Captain will you walk in?”

John Henry’s captain came to him
With fifty dollars in his hand,
He laid his hand on his shoulder and said:
“This belongs to a steel driving man.”

John Henry was hammering on the right side,
The big steam drill on the left,
Before that steam drill could beat him down,
He hammered his fool self to death.
                       — John Henry, African-American folk hero  
                                                               and “steel-driving man.”

Above: Nostalgia train leaving Grand Central Station on opening day at Yankee Stadium, New York City, 2015
Right: Cleaning station wall tiles on the New York City subway, c. 1918.
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1937 The Supreme Court upholds 
the National Labor Relations Act 
(Wagner Act) in its National Labor 
Relations Board v. Jones and  
McLaughlin Steel Co. decision. 

1905 The Supreme Court rules in 
Lochner v. New York that a New York 
law setting maximum working hours 
for bakers is unconstitutional.

1914 In the Ludlow Massacre, the 
National Guard and company gunmen 
attack a tent village of families striking 
at a Rockefeller-owned Colorado coal 
mine, killing 11 women, seven men 
and two children. 

1879 Massachusetts passes the first 
factory inspection legislation. 

APRIL FOOL’S DAY

WORLD HEALTH DAY

LAST DAY OF PASSOVER
ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROFESSIONALS DAY

TAKE OUR 
DAUGHTERS AND 
SONS TO WORK DAY

PASSOVER (BEGINS 
AT SUNDOWN)

EARTH DAY

FIRST DAY OF 
PASSOVER

ORTHODOX PALM 
SUNDAY ARBOR DAY

RIGHT   Railroad porter 
pulling suitcases, 
Chicago, 1949.

LEFT  The Terminal, horse-
drawn streetcar from Harlem 
arrives in midtown New York 
City 1893.
RIGHT  Employees at the 
garage at Third and Seneca, 
Seattle, 1941. 
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ORGANIZING
We mean to make things over.
We’re tired of toil for naught
But bare enough to live on.
Never an hour for thought.

We want to feel the sunshine;
We want to smell the flowers.
We’re sure that God has willed it,
And we mean to have eight hours.

We’re summoning our forces
From shipyard, shop and mill:
Eight hours for work,
eight hours for rest,
Eight hours for what we will!

— G. Blanchard & Jesse Henry Jones, EIGHT-HOURS
 

The Rebel Girl, written by Joe Hill for WW I 
organizer Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, 1915
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PENTECOST

1886 A peaceful protest at Hay-
market Square in Chicago ends in 
a tragic bombing.  The incident is 
blamed on anarchists, triggering 
a panicked repression some have 
called the first red scare.  

1882 President Chester A. Arthur 
signs Chinese Exclusion Act, the first 
immigration restriction in U.S.  
history, as West Coast white work-
ers blame Chinese immigrants for 
falling wages and unemployment.

1786 Philadelphia printers conduct 
the first strike for better wages by 
employees against employers in the 
United States. 

ARMED FORCES DAY
WESAK (BUDDHA’S 
BIRTHDAY)

PASCHA (ORTHODOX 
EASTER)

MAY DAY

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM 
DAY

V-E DAY

MOTHER’S DAY

YOM HA’ATZMA’UT 
ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE 
DAY

YOM HA’SHOAH 
(HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY)

CINCO DE MAYO

ASCENSION THURSDAY

MEMORIAL DAY 
(OBSERVED)

FEAST OF CORPUS 
CHRISTI

RIGHT  United Farm 
Worker protestors 
marching, n.d.

LEFT  Barbara Bowen, 
Professional Staff Congress 
president, leads protest in 
favor of the “Maintenance  
of Effort” legislation, 2015.
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The miners lost because they only had the Constitution. The other side had bayonets. 
In the end, bayonets always win.

— Mother Jones, labor organizer      

You load sixteen tons, what do you get
Another day older and deeper in debt
Saint Peter don’t you call me ‘cause I can’t go
I owe my soul to the company store 
			   — Merle Travis, Sixteen Tons, 1946
	

EXTRACTING

Above:  Working with a net aboard a fishing vessel, n.d.;

Right: Sheet music for The Klondike March of the Gold Miners, 1897
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FIRST DAY OF 
SHAVUOT

PHILIPPINES 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

1933 President Roosevelt signs the 
National Industrial Recovery Act. 
Section 7a declares “employees shall 
have the right to organize and bar-
gain collectively through representa-
tives of their own choosing.”

1944 President Roosevelt signs the 
the G.I. Bill of Rights, which provides 
weekly unemployment allowance, 
counseling, placement services, edu-
cation, and on-the-job training. 

1947 The federal Taft-Hartley Act 
outlaws the closed shop and sanc-
tions state-level “right to work” laws.  

1884 Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) begins collecting employment 
data; its First Annual Report in 
1886 contains a study on industrial 
depressions. 

FATHER’S DAY

FLAG DAY

RAMADAN BEGINS
ANNIVERSARY DAY 
(BROOKLYN-QUEENS 
DAY)

SHAVUOT (BEGINS 
AT SUNDOWN)

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

SUMMER SOLSTICE/
SUMMER BEGINS

LEFT   Miners leaving the 
Clover Cap Mine in Harlan 
County, Ky., 1946.

RIGHT  Richard Trumka,  
president, AFL-CIO, n.d. 
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RIGHT   Louis Tikas, Greek- 
American union mining leader and 
martyr of the Ludlow massacre, n.d.
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People really admire firefighters. People 
look up to us. They want their kids to 
talk to us. We’re the ones who help ev-
eryone. It doesn’t matter what time of 
day or night, how rich or how poor they 
are, what color they are. We go into their 
houses and risk our lives to save them… 
When you finish up, you know you have 
helped people.
		      — Brenda Berkman,
		           Lieutenant, Ladder 12, Manhattan

Above: Mounted policeman at Boston’s Downtown Crossing during Christmas shopping season, 1977.

Right: New York City firemen putting out devastating fire at Coney Island’s Dreamland amusement park, 1911.

PROTECTING

The policeman on the beat or in the  
patrol car makes more decisions and  
exercises broader discretion affecting the 
daily lives of people every day and to a 
greater extent, in many respects, than a 
judge will ordinarily exercise in a week.
	        — Supreme Court Justice Warren E. Burger
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1877  The Great Railroad Strike of 
1877 spreads from West Virginia to 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and 
Missouri, shutting down about two-
thirds of all rail lines in the country.  

1935 The National Labor Relations 
Act (Wagner Act) defines and 
protects workers’ “right to self-
organization, to form, join, or assist 
labor organizations, [and] to bargain 
collectively.” 

1970 Grape growers sign contracts 
with Cesar Chavez’s UFWOC, the 
first collective bargaining agreement 
in U.S. agriculture.

BASTILLE DAY

CANADA DAY

INDEPENDENCE DAY
EID AL-FITR 
(RAMADAN ENDS)

PUERTO RICO 
CONSTITUTION DAY

LEFT New York City police  
protecting the 59th Street Bridge 
during World War I, 1917.

LEFT  Ben Kuroki, Japanese  
American air force pilot during 
WWII, c. 1945.

RIGHT  Arthur Cheliotes, president 
of the Communications Workers of 
America, local 1180, n.d.
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Teachers’ UnionsTeaching is our heart. Our students 
are our soul. And the union is our 
spine.
     - President Randi Weingarten, AFT

Helping people is what we do; it’s the very essence of our work. We want 
to help our students be successful learners and productive citizens and so we go above 
and beyond evey day to provide them with the very best education possible.

								              - President Michael Mulgrew, UFT

TEACHING ADVOCACY UNITY

The truth is that New York’s public 
schools are strong and healthy, and 
where schools ARE struggling, it’s be-
cause children live in poverty.  That’s 
something we can’t test our way out of.  
But you know what?  We can teach our 
way out of it. 

- President Karen E. Magee, NYSUT

Top: Ralph Fasanella, Sperry Organizing Committee, 1942, 
depicts the organizing drive at the Sperry Gyroscope Company 
in Brooklyn by the United Electrical, Radio and Machine  
Workers of America.

Far left top: Professor Abderrazak Belkharraz teaching a class  
in Engineering Sciences at LaGuardia Community College, 
CUNY, c. 21013.

Far left bottom: Professor Demetrios Kapetanakos teaching  
a freshman seminar at LaGuardia Community College, CUNY, 
2015.

Left: The PSC holds a giant street rally on Chambers Street  
near City Hall to protest budget cuts to CUNY, 1976.

Above: The PSC delivers over 100,000 postcards to protest 
Governor Pataki’s budget cuts and tuition hikes in Albany,  
March, 2005.

Education is more than a right – it is a need, as essential to  
human survival as food and shelter.  As an education union, the 
PSC is about challenging a society that actively denies education 
on the basis of race and class. 
		     			          – President Barbara Bowen, PSC
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I have to be a waitress. How else can I learn about people? How 
else does the world come to me? I can’t go to everyone. So they 
have to come to me. Everyone wants to eat; everyone has hunger. 
And I serve them. If they had a bad day, I nurse them, cajole them. 
Maybe with the coffee I give them a bit of philosophy. If they have 
cocktails, I give them political science... I can’t be servile. I give 
service. There is a difference... 

— Dolores Dante, waitress

SERV ING

Left: Domestic staff (probably Swedish) with work utensils, Black River Falls, Wis., 1890.
Top left: Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs at Coney Island, 1935.
Above: Porter handing young woman a glass of water in railroad sleeping car, c. 1905.



AUGUST

1935 The Social Security Act estab-
lishes the first government safety 
net for unemployed workers, the 
elderly, and dependent children, but 
excludes domestic workers. 

FEAST OF THE 
ASSUMPTION OF MARY

TISHA B’AV

 V-J DAY

INTERNATIONAL 
DAY FOR THE 
REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE SLAVE TRADE 
AND ITS ABOLITION
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1925  A. Philip Randolph organizes 
the first national black labor union, 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, in Harlem. 

RAKSHA 
BANDHAN (HINDU 
OBSERVANCE)

HIROSHIMA DAY

FAST OF TISHA 
B’AV (BEGINS AT 
SUNDOWN)

WOMEN’S EQUALITY 
DAY

1942 Bracero program begins and 
by 1964, 4.6 million Mexican farm 
workers have come to the United 
States as temporary contracted 
laborers though the structure of the 
program allows for exploitation.

LEFT  Ai-Jen Poo, Director of the  
National Domestic Workers Alliance, 
n.d.

RIGHT  Frania Kaplan in her kitchen  
in Indianapolis, 1950.
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AGRICULTURE
The fight is never about grapes or lettuce.
It is always about people.
		  — Cesar Chavez, farm worker and labor leader
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EID AL-ADHA (FEAST 
OF SACRIFICE)

1882 First Labor Day is celebrated 
in New York City with a parade of 
20,000 workers.  President Grover 
Cleveland signs legislation June 28, 
1894, making it a national holiday.

1967 Taylor Law reaffirms New York 
State’s ban on strikes by public  
sector employees. 

1997 Pride at Work, a national 
coalition of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender workers and their 
supporters, becomes an AFL-CIO 
constituency group.

CHUSEOK (KOREAN 
HARVEST MOON 
FESTIVAL)

INDEPENDENCE DAY IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA

EL GRITO DE 
DOLORES (MEXICAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY)

CITIZENSHIP DAY 
(CONSTITUTION DAY)

LABOR DAY

WORLD TRADE CENTER 
REMEMBRANCE DAY

GRANDPARENTS DAY

AUTUMNAL 
EQUINOX/AUTUMN 
BEGINS

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
OF PEACE

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY

GRITO DE LARES 
(PUERTO RICO)

LEFT  Plowing at Gee’s Bend, 
Wilcox County, Ala., 1937.

RIGHT   Picking summer 
asparagus in Illinois, 1942.
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OCTOBER

Top: Progress of Cotton # 1. Slaves laboring in the fields  
of a cotton plantation, painting by J.R. Barfoot, 1840.
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Once I built a railroad,
I made it run, made it race against time.
Once I built a railroad; now it’s done.
Brother, can you spare a dime?
Once I built a tower up to the sun
Brick, and rivet, and lime;
Once I built a tower, now it’s done.
Brother, can you spare a dime?
				       — E. Y. “Yip” Harburg, 	
			   Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?

Above left: Detroit resident looking for work during the Great Depression, 1930s.
Above; Shape-up on the San Francisco docks, painting by James Grosso, 1955.

It is a public outrage that there are men  
out of work when there is plenty of work  
that needs to be done.
	      — Fred Harris, U.S. Senator from Oklahoma
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 1978 Congress passes the Airline 
Deregulation Act, removing govern-
ment control of civilian aviation. 

1902 The federal government 
arbitrates the 163-day-old anthracite 
coal strike in Pennsylvania; workday 
is reduced from 10 to nine hours; 
workers receive 10 percent wage 
increase. 

COLUMBUS DAY YOM KIPPUR

SUKKOT (BEGINS AT 
SUNDOWN)

NATIONAL BOSS’S DAY

ROSH HASHANAH 
(BEGINS AT SUNDOWN)

MUHARRAM (ISLAMIC 
NEW YEAR)

YOM KIPPUR (BEGINS 
AT SUNDOWN)

SHEMINI ATZERET
SIMCHAT  TORAH 
(BEGINS AT SUNDOWN)

UNITED NATIONS DAY

DIWALI (HINDU 
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS)

SIMCHAT TORAH

FIRST DAY OF SUKKOT

LAST DAY OF SUKKOT 
(HOSHANAH RABBAH)

SHEMINI ATZERET 
(BEGINS AT SUNDOWN)

FIRST DAY OF ROSH 
HASHANAH

LEFT  Unemployed men 
walking toward Los  
Angeles, 1937.

RIGHT  Employment Agency, 
Miami, Fla., 1939.

HALLOWEEN

LAST DAY OF 
MUHARRAM (FIRST 
MONTH OF ISLAMIC 
CALENDAR) 

SEPTEMBER
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Poverty Nurse, Health Center, 1964
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1938 Led by John L. Lewis, 34 
national unions and over a hundred 
local unions meet in Pittsburgh, 
breaking from the AFL to form an 
independent Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (CIO). 

1857 15,000 unemployed workers 
gather in New York’s Tompkins 
Square demanding public works 
jobs and other relief from the Panic 
of 1857. 

1909 1909 Clara Lemlich mobilizes 
the “Uprising of the 20,000,” a 
landmark strike for better wages, 
better working conditions and union 
recognition. 

‘DISCOVERY’ OF 
PUERTO RICO DAY

ALL SAINTS’ DAY ALL SOULS’ DAY

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
ENDS ELECTION DAY VETERANS DAY

FIRST DAY OF ADVENT

THANKSGIVING DAY

LEFT  Dennis Rivera,  
president of 1199/SEIU, n.d. 

RIGHT  Alexandra Suh, executive  
director of the Koreatown Im-
migrant Workers Advocates (KIWA), 
n.d. 

LEFT  Gloria Arana of 
hospital union local 
1199 and colleagues in 
the laundry room at  
Mt. Sinai Hospital,  
New York City, 1978.

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

OCTOBER DECEMBER

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

LaGuardia 
and Wagner 
Archives



Most people think “selling” is the same as “talking.” But the most effective salespeople 
know that listening is the most important part of their job.   ~ Roy Bartell, internet marketer

Nobody dast blame this man. You don’t understand: Willy was a salesman. 
And for a salesman, there’s no rock bottom to the life. He don’t put a bolt 
to a nut, he don’t tell you the law or give you medicine. He’s a man way out 
there in the blue riding on a smile and a shoeshine. And when they start 
not smiling back—that’s an earthquake. And then you get yourself a couple 
spots on your hat and you’re finished. Nobody dast blame this man. A 
salesman is got to dream boy, it comes with the territory.

— Charley, in Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman

SELLING

Left: Christmas shopping at Macy’s Herald Square, New York City, 1942;
Top: Steinway Hall showroom on E. 14th Street, New York, 1880s
Above: Selling food on the Lower East Side of New York City, c. 1915.
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MAWLID AL-NABI 
(MUHAMMAD’S 
BIRTHDAY)

FEAST OF OUR LADY 
OF GUADALUPE

1907 The Fairmount Coal Co.’s 
Monongah Mine in W.V. explodes, 
killing 361 miners in nation’s worst 
mining disaster.  

1993 President Clinton signs the law 
implementing the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. By 2004, 
over 900,000 lost jobs are linked 
to NAFTA by AFL-CIO economists, 
even as trade increases.

1662 Slave labor is codified as 
an inherited condition in Virginia, 
establishing race-based slavery as a 
perpetual labor system in America.

1970 President Nixon signs the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act, 
establishing in law workers’ right to 
a safe and healthy workplace.

WORLD AIDS 
AWARENESS DAY

PEARL HARBOR DAY
FEAST OF THE 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

KWANZAA BEGINS

BOXING DAY

WINTER SOLSTICE/
WINTER BEGINS

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHANUKAH (BEGINS 
AT SUNSET) 

CHRISTMAS DAY

FIRST DAY OF 
CHANUKAH

NEW YEAR’S EVE

LEFT  Korean-American 
woman selling vegetables 
in Flushing, N.Y., 2008.

RIGHT La Viensa Colum-
bian bakery in Sunnyside, 
Queens, 2008.

NOVEMBER
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The trading floor, it was a place for regular guys, guys who didn’t  
necessarily have a talent for anything or an education that was specific  
to this business to take advantage of their aggressiveness and their  
ability to think on their feet.
	       — Peter “Zap” Chelemengos, Chicago Mercantile Exchange floor traderFINANCE

Traders on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, 1963..
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. DAY 
(OBSERVED)

NEW YEAR’S DAY

KWANZAA ENDS

LAST DAY OF CHANUKAH

SOLEMNITY OF MARY

ORTHODOX CHRISTMAS
THREE KINGS DAY, FEAST 
OF THE EPIPHANY

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
OF COMMEMORATION 
IN MEMORY OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THE 
HOLOCAUST

DECEMBER 2016
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FEBRUARY 2017

RIGHT   Lucy Parsons, labor  
organizer, radical activist,  
founder of the IWW, n. d.

1912 Women walk out of the 
Everett Mill in Lawrence, Mass., in 
what becomes known as the “Bread 
and Roses Strike.” The IWW helps 
organize 23,000 textile workers. 
All the mills submit to the workers’ 
demands. 

1874 In the Tompkins Square  
“Blood or Bread Riot” thousands  
of unemployed protesters clash  
with in the wake of the 1873 Panic. 

1962 President Kennedy  
issues Executive Order 10988, 
empowering federal employees  
to bargain collectively.

2009 President Obama signs the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, 
reversing a Supreme Court decision 
declaring discrimination claims must 
be filed within 180 days from the 
initial incident of discrimination. 
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Mel Aaronson, Hunter College, treasurer, United Federation of  
Teachers, AFT Local 2.

Daniel Abrams, City College 1972, AFGE Local 3369 on-site repre-
sentative.

Irving Adler, City College 1931, chair, educational policy committee, 
member executive board, New York Teachers Union Local 5, American 
Federation of Teachers, then NY Teachers Union CIO Local 555. 

Sasha Ahuja, Hunter College 2009, community organizer, deputy 
director of the Policy and Innovation Division, Speaker’s Office, New 
York City Council.

Adam Albanese, Baruch College MPA 2015, senior policy and pro-
gram analyst, Newark Workforce Investment Board.

George Altomare, City College 1953, former vice president, United 
Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 2; executive board member, sec-
retary, retired teachers chapter and director, Professional Committees 
Department; delegate NYC Central Labor Council, AFT and NYSUT; 
vice president, New York Labor History Association. 

Carmen Alvarez, City College, vice president for special education, 
United Federation of Teachers.

Walter Balcerak, City College 1961, editor, Public Employees Press, 
AFSCME District Council 37; organizing chair and president, NY 
Metro Labor Press Council.

James Bambina, Joseph S. Murphy Institute labor studies 2015, execu-
tive board member Local 1-2 UWUA.

Emily Barnett, Queens College 1969, president, Adjunct College 
Teachers, UAW Local 7902.

LeRoy Barr, Hunter College, M.A., assistant secretary, United  
Federation of Teachers.

Stephanie Basile, Joseph S. Murphy Institute union semester graduate, 
organizer at RWDSU.

Si Beagle, City College, former leader of the New York City Teachers 
Union and later the Teachers Guild, the forerunner of the UFT.

Jack Bigel, City College 1934, organized United Public Workers local 
in NYC Sanitation Department, later founded Program Planners,  
advisor to unions in NYC.

Bruce William Both, Hunter College 1973, president, United Food 
and Commercial Workers, Local 1500.

Anne Bové, Hunter College 1978, president, New York State Nurses 
Association, NYC Health and Hospitals Corporation executive council 
president.

Peter J. Brennan, City College, secretary of labor under Presidents 
Nixon and Ford.

Tom Brown, Brooklyn College, assistant treasurer, United Federation 
of Teachers, Local 2.

Harold Cammer, City College 1929, counsel to the Congress of 
Industrial Unions, United Brewery Workers, United Public Workers 
of America, New York Teachers Union, International Fur, Leather & 
Machinery Workers, Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers; and co-founder, 
National Lawyers Guild.

Sol Chaikin, City College 1938, organizer, former  president,  
International Ladies Garment Workers Union.

Martha Chavez, Baruch College M.P.A. 2013, research analyst,  
Local 32BJ, SEIU.

Arthur Cheliotes, Queensborough Community College and Queens 
College 1970, president, Communication Workers of America Local 
1180; chairman, labor advisory board, Joseph S. Murphy Institute for 
Worker Education & Labor Studies.

Isham Christie, Joseph S. Murphy Institute union semester graduate, 
organizer at Writers Guild of America.

Lila Chu Chui, Hunter College 1961, executive board member,  
Asian-Pacific American Labor Alliance. 

Daisy Chung, CUNY Law School, campaign director of Align for  
a Greater New York.

Alice Citron, Hunter College 1928, former chairman, Harlem  
Committee NY Teachers Union, AFT Local 5, instrumental in  
forming Better Schools for Harlem Committee.

Mary Clinton, Joseph S. Murphy Institute labor studies, union  
organizer.

Lorraine Cohen, CUNY Graduate Center Ph.D. 1987, chapter chair, 
LaGuardia Community College; member executive council Professional 
Staff Congress, AFT Local 2334.

Robert J. Croghan, City College 1965, president, Organization of 
Staff Analysts.

Sharon Cromwell, Joseph S. Murphy Institute union semester  
graduate, policy department at Union 32BJ.

Robert Daraio, Joseph S. Murphy Institute M.A. labor studies 2011, 
News Guild NY CWA, Local 31003, local representative.

Evelyn DeJesus, Baruch College, vice president of education, United 
Federation of Teachers.

Examples of Distinguished CUNY Alumni in Labor

Peter J. Brennan

Mel Aaronson

Isham Christie

Emily Barnett

Sharon Cromwell

Jack Bigel

Harold Cammer

Irving Adler

Arthur Cheliotes

Walter Balcerak

Daisy Chung

LeRoy Barr

Martha Chavez

George Altomare

Mary Clinton

Anne Bové

Sol Chaikin

Sasha Ahuja



Solon De Leon, City College 1902, former editor of American Labor 
Who’s Who.

Iris DeLutro, Queens College 1989, 1993, vice president for higher 
education officers, Professional Staff Congress, AFT Local 2334.

Arthurine DeSola, Hunter College 1976, secretary, Professional Staff 
Congress, AFT Local 2334. 

Jeannette DiLorenzo, Brooklyn College, treasurer, chair, retirees’ 
chapter, United Federation of Teachers.

Eric Dryburgh, Joseph S. Murphy Institute union semester graduate, 
organizer at RWDSU.

Elizabeth Espert, Hunter College 1988, City College 1992, representa-
tive District 3, delegate United Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 2.

Jennifer Faucher, Brooklyn College 1975, political liaison/lobbyist, 
NY Public Employees Federation.

Sandra Feldman, Brooklyn College 1962, former president, United 
Federation of Teachers; president American Federation of Teachers.

Saul Fishman, Queens College 1978, attorney; president, Civil Service 
Bar Association.

David Flackes, City College 1928, New York Teachers Union Local 5 
AFT and former member of the editorial board for the Teacher News.

Henry Foner, City College 1939, former president, Joint Board, Fur, 
Leather & Machinery Workers Union.

Lorraine Foner, Brooklyn College (special baccalaureate program), 
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Cornell University Library, ID# 5780PB27F3G; Melissa Mark-
Viverito, courtesy of the New York City Council; Steinway rim 

benders, courtesy of the LaGuardia and Wagner Archives, Steinway 
& Sons Piano Collection, 04.002.1042; Eugene V. Debs, courtesy 
of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union Photographs, 
Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives, 
Cornell University Library, ID# 5780PB6F16B; Helen Martinez, 
courtesy of the George and Latane Lambert Papers, Special Collec-
tions, The University of Texas at Arlington Libraries, Arlington, Texas, 
and the International Ladies Garment Workers Union Photographs, 
Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives, 
Cornell University Library, ID# 5780PB37F15E; Rafael Petitón 
Guzmán at the Piano. The Rafael Petitón Guzmán Collection, CUNY 
Dominican Studies Institute Dominican Archives.

JANUARY 2016 BUILDING
USS New York, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Pho-
tographs Division, George Grantham Bain Photograph Collection, 
LC-B2-2267-130; Golden Gate Bridge, courtesy of Labor Archives 
and Research Center, San Francisco State University; Chinese 
railroad workers, courtesy of the Chinese Historical Society of 
America; Joe Regis, courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution Archives. 
Image SIA 2013-07846.

FEBRUARY 2016 ARTISTS
Sarah Vaughn, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photo-
graphs Division, William P. Gottlieb Collection, LC-GLB23-0882 
DLC; Leonard Bernstein, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints 
and Photographs Division, NYWTS Newspaper and Photograph 
Collection, LC-USZ62-127784, photograph by Al Ravenna; Nor-
mandía Maldonado dancing with Ballet Quisqueya. The Normandía 
Maldonado Collection, CUNY Dominican Studies Institute Archives; 
Machito, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photo-
graphs Division, William P. Gottlieb Collection, LC-GLB23-0586.

MARCH 2016 TEXTILES
Making dresses for Campbell kids dolls, courtesy of the Still Picture 
Records Section, Special Media Archives Services Division, National 
Archives at College Park, Md., 102-LH-2894, photograph by Lewis 
Hine; Lincoln Cotton Mills, courtesy of the National Archives at 
College Park, Md., 102-LH-220; Photograph by Lewis Hine; Chinese 
American women sewing, courtesy of the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union Photographs, Kheel Center for Labor-Manage-
ment Documentation and Archives, Cornell University Library, ID# 
5780PB22F11B; Navajo rug weavers, courtesy of the Tom Kimball 
Photograph Collection, PH 00564 (Scan # 10026233), History Colo-
rado; David Dubinsky, courtesy of the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union Photographs, Kheel Center for Labor-Management 
Documentation and Archives, Cornell University Library, ID# 
5780PB8F11C; May Chen, Asian Pacific America Labor Alliance.

APRIL 2016 TRANSPORTATION 
Nostalgia Train, courtesy of the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity of the State of New York; Subway cleaner, courtesy of the Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, George Grantham 
Bain Photograph Collection, LC-dig-ggbain-24739; The Terminal, 
courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Divi-
sion, LC-USZ62-73931, photograph by Alfred Stieglitz; Female garage 
employees, courtesy of University of Washington Libraries, Special 
Collections, UW11475; Porter pulling luggage, courtesy of the Li-
brary of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Look Magazine 
Photograph Collection, 3d02371, photograph by Stanley Kubrick.

MAY 2016 ORGANIZING 
The Rebel Girl, courtesy of the International Workers of the World, 
and The New York Public Library; Barbara Bowen, courtesy of the 
Professional Staff Congress; United Farm Workers, courtesy of the 
Migrant Farm Workers Organizing Movement Collection, Special 
Collections, University of Texas at Arlington, 10007784-AR46 OS8-4.

JUNE 2016 EXTRACTING 
Fishermen, courtesy of the University of Washington Libraries, 
Manuscripts, Special Collections, Asahel Curtis Photo Co. Collection, 
PH Coll. 482, 63844; The Klondike March of the Gold Miners, courtesy of 
Lester S. Levy Collection of Sheet Music, Special Collections at Johns 
Hopkins’ Milton S. Eisenhower Library, Johns Hopkins University; 
No. 1 Mine in Harlan County, Ky., courtesy of NARA, Records of the 

Solid Fuels Administration for War, photograph by Russell Lee; Richard 
Trumka, courtesy of the AFL-CIO; Louis Tikas, courtesy of Creative 
Commons.

JULY 2016 PROTECTING 
Boston mounted policeman, courtesy of Getty Images and the Bos-
ton Globe; Dreamland firemen, courtesy of the Library of Congress, 
Prints and Photographs Division, 3c01974; 59th Street Bridge, cour-
tesy of the New York City Municipal Archives; Ben Kuroki, courtesy 
of U.S. Army; Arthur Cheliotes, courtesy of the Communications 
Workers of America.

CENTERFOLD
Ralph Fasanella painting, Sperry Organizing Committee, courtesy 
of Marc Fasanella; PSC Postcard Photo and PSC Chambers Street 
rally, courtesy of the PSC Clarion, Postcard photograph by Joseph 
Putrock; LaGuardia Community College classrooms, courtesy of 
LaGuardia Community College, CUNY.

AUGUST 2016 SERVING 
Nathan’s Famous, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints 
and Photographs Division, New York World-Telegram and Sun 
Newspaper Photograph Collection, LC-DIG-ds-05412; Porter in 
railroad sleeping car, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints 
and Photographs Division, LC-USZ62-116409; Domestic staff, 
courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical Society, Charles Van Schaick 
photograph collection, WHS-01919; Frania Kaplan in her kitchen in 
Indianapolis, 1950, Jewish Welfare Federation of Indianapolis, Item 
# MO463_C8449 – Bass Photo Co. Collection, Indiana Historical 
Society;  Ai-Jen Poo courtesy of Ai-Jen Poo. 

SEPTEMBER 2016 AGRICULTURE 
James Richardson Barfoot painting, courtesy of the Yale University 
Art Gallery; Illinois asparagus pickers, courtesy of the Library of 
Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-USE6-006059, 
photograph by Ann Rosener; Plowing, courtesy of the Library of 
Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-USF33-002407, 
photograph by Arthur Rothstein.

OCTOBER 2016 UNEMPLOYMENT 
Detroit unemployed, courtesy of The Detroit News; Shape-up, 
painting by James Grosso, courtesy of the International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union; Acme Employment, courtesy of the Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, 8c30060; Next time 
try the train, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photo-
graphs Division, LC-USZ62-55378, photograph by Dorothea Lange.

NOVEMBER 2016 HEALTH 
Poverty Nurse, Magnum Photos, photograph by Dennis Stock; 
Hospital Workers, courtesy of the National Union of Hospital and 
Healthcare Employees Local 1199 Archives, Kheel Archives, Cornell 
University; Dennis Rivera, courtesy of 1199/SEIU; Alexandra Suh, 
courtesy of the Koreatown Immigrant Workers Advocates.

DECEMBER 2016 SELLING 
Macy’s photo, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Pho-
tographs Division, FSA/OWI, LC-USW3- 013149-E [P&P] LOT 681, 
photograph by Marjory Collins; Peddlers on the Lower East Side of 
New York, courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photo-
graphs Division, George Grantham Bain Collection, LC-B2-4004-
14; Steinway salesroom, courtesy of the LaGuardia and Wagner 
Archives, LaGuardia Community College, CUNY, Steinway & Sons 
Collection; Korean vegetable seller, courtesy of Corky Lee; La Viensa 
bakery, courtesy of Maureen Drennan.

JANUARY 2017 FINANCE 
New York Stock Exchange, courtesy of the Library of Congress, 
Prints and Photographs Division, U.S. News & World Report Maga-
zine Photograph Collection, LC-U9-10548-6, photograph by Thomas 
J. O’Halloran; Lucy Parsons, courtesy of Creative Commons.
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